Maine English Language Arts: Reading
Achievement Level Definitions for Grades 3-8

Purpose: Reading achievement level definitions describe the quality of a student’s responses
on state-level assessments in relation to the reading standards for achieving Maine’s
Learning Results. These definitions also serve as the foundation for achievement level
definitions for reading grade level expectations.

Maine state-level assessments measure the knowledge and skills of students by sampling
identified standards within reading at the grade level assessed. Evidence includes responses to a
combination of multiple-choice items and items requiring student-created responses in an “on
demand” setting.

Reading Achievement Level Definitions:

Exceeds the Standards- The student’s work demonstrates the ability to read and
interpret literary and informational texts appropriate for the grade level by drawing in-
depth inferences, analyzing texts for subtle clues, synthesizing information across texts,
and using his/her knowledge of text features and literary devices to make deeper
connections within or across texts to increase comprehension.

Meets the Standards- The student’s work demonstrates the ability to read and interpret
literary and informational texts appropriate for the grade level by drawing inferences,
summarizing main ideas and provide supporting details, connecting ideas within and
across texts, and using his/her knowledge of text features and literary devices to increase
comprehension.

Partially Meets the Standards- The student’s work demonstrates an inconsistent ability
to read and interpret literary and informational texts appropriate for the grade level. The
student’s ability to draw inferences, summarize main ideas and provide supporting
details, connect ideas within and across texts, and use his/her knowledge of text features
and literary devices varies depending on the texts.

Does Not Meet the Standards- The student’s work demonstrates a limited ability to read
and interpret literary and informational texts appropriate for the grade level. The
student’s responses are often vague or incorrect leaving the impression that the student
found it difficult to draw inferences, summarize main ideas and provide supporting
details, connect ideas within and across texts, or use his/her knowledge of text features
and literary devices to support comprehension.
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